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iay are shaking and changing our planet bring into view the
extinguished past hardly less than they expose the storms and
rents of change. Out of what time has come the archetype
the German, the Englishman, the Celt, the Japanese, the
inese? From what far time have come down those values
,t World War II was fought to save ? In India, how enormous
"he time and bulk of the continuing past? What hundreds
socially living pasts, going back to the dawn of Asia, are
braced within the confines of the Soviet republics? How
ch history is contained within the Church? "The dead are
dead but alive." And what is the past of the peoples and
ir cultures and civilizations of the American hemisphere, on
soil of the two continents of which the white man is only a
Y recent intruder? Whence did these people come and how
gago?
They came from Asia by way of the Bering Strait at a date so
back that the long extinct horse and camel, the giant beaver
giant bear, the four-horned antelope and the dire wolf and
nmoth were their foes and their prey. Their imperishable
facts (stone arrowheads and spear points, stone knives, hand-
ked stone of different shapes) are found in caves and under-
ind in Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, California, Utah,
rada, Oregon, Wyoming, Nebraska, Minnesota, Colorado,
Saskatchewan in Canada.
he time of their coming was within the Pleistocene or
ial epoch. Most archeologists believe it was near the close
le last glacial period, somewhere between fifteen and twenty >
tsand years ago, and that their culture was comparable to
of the Late Paleolithic or possibly Early Neolithic in
>pe.
he year 13,000 B.C., or perhaps 18,000 B.C., saw these
rant hunters moving across the great central plain of Alaska,
'h was not ice-covered in the late Pleistocene era, and south-
ward down an open corridor along the eastern slopes of the
:y Mountains. Their journeys and diffusions did not $top
, the whole hemisphere had been traversed and occupied
r petrified footprints are found beside the petrified foot-
:s of bison in Nicaragua. The bison departed from Nica-
a, millenniums ago. In Brazil and Ecuador their imprint is
d, and finally in Southern Patagonia. There, in the cave -
i Palli Aike, within an extinct volcano's crater, have been
d bones of the ground sloth and extinct horse, cremation
Is of ancient Indians, and artifacts belonging to periods